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EGG PRODUCERS FEDERATION

of New Zealand (Inc)
PRESS STATEMENT
Egg Producers Federation supports  Government Decision 

On the Layer Hen Welfare code 
27 July 2006: The Egg Producers Federation (EPF) fully supports the Government’s decision announced yesterday not to specify a date for transition to alternative systems at this time.  
There was a comprehensive consultation process in establishing the Code enacted in 2005 that looked at research from around the world. At that time the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee (NAWAC) - the independent advisory group appointed by government to advise on welfare - could not, on the basis of then available research, recommend a replacement of current cage systems. NAWAC did advise that the decision would be revisited in 2009 based on any new research, both national and international. 
“The 2009 deadline should provide enough time for NAWAC to do further research and present it for consideration,” says Michael Brooks, Executive Director, EPF. “The industry will work with NAWAC in providing all possible assistance for research including personnel and also facilities to enable trailing of alternative systems”. 
“A careful and informed decision has to be made about this issue – especially when farmers in the industry have invested tens of millions of dollars into this industry”. As the Minister of Agriculture, Hon Jim Anderton, has stated it is important that improvements in welfare conditions be done in a planned and science – based manner and the 2009 review is part of that process.  The industry fully supports the Animal Welfare Code and adheres to it.”
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