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Monday 10 May 2010
A Media Statement from Michael Brooks, Executive Director, Egg Producers Federation of New Zealand.

Response to Consumer magazine article on free range eggs
The article (on free range eggs, in the latest issue of Consumer Magazine) incorrectly states that the term free range can be misleading as the eggs are likely to be from hens within large flocks. 

The term “free range” means the birds have access to an extensive outdoor area and are free to range. 

Free-range birds in farms display the same behaviours you would see in a natural habitat.  Some will never leave their coop, some will stay close to the coop and amongst other birds when outdoors and others will explore more widely. You may wish to watch the interviews with one of the world’s leading animal welfare experts, Professor Christine Nicol, from Bristol University, UK, who was interviewed when in New Zealand recently. Please click here to watch her interview on Free Range Systems and here on Enriched Colony System.
The amount of space indoors for free range birds is specified by the Layer Hen Code of Welfare and sets a limit of 10 birds per square metre (known as indoor stocking density).  The Code does not set an outdoor stocking density. The Egg Producers Federation Board is lobbying the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee to adopt as a maximum the European Union’s stocking density of 2,500 birds per hectare or 4 square metres per bird. 
The issues around sales of eggs also need clarification. Overall sales of eggs have increased. There has been growth in cage and free range, but reductions in barn and organic. The growth of egg sales is a reflection of the excellent value for money eggs offered in these tough economic times. 

Free-range egg production in New Zealand reflects standard practice followed in Europe and Australia.   

Best practice standards around the health, safety and care of bird flocks are constantly being reviewed and the New Zealand egg industry is regarded as being amongst the best in the world.  The members of the Egg Producers Federation comply with strict standards no matter what type of egg production system.  
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For more information contact Michael Brooks, Executive Director, Egg Producers Federation 09 520 4300

